Reconstruction on a large scale was started 298
ability to disagree with his contemporary Saint Bernard, who preached the simplicity and austerity of monastic life. In accordance with his convictions, Suger made his abbey comfortable and pleasant and created sumptuous settings for the greater glorification of the Christ he served. In this he was not averse to following the dazzling example of Hagia-Sophia at Constantinople.
Endless crowds came to Saint-Denis on feast days and on pilgrimages to adore the many sacred relics and to participate in spectacular celebrations and processions of all kinds. The congestion in the church often became unbearable; sometimes people were crushed to death. To accommodate these crowds and to make the abbey worthy of the position it occupied, Suger decided to enlarge the basilica. He gathered "a skillful multitude" of craftsmen from every part of the kingdom. In the rebuilding of his abbey he used many new ideas. The advanced architectural elements and his scheme of sculptural decoration for the portals were adopted in many great churches and cathedrals, determining the course of French architecture for the next century. 
